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REGIONAL HEALTH SERVICES OF HOWARD COUNTY
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY

BACKGROUND

Howard County began the administration of St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital in 1974. The
first administrator, Dwight Daniels, encouraged the formation of a hospital auxiliary to recruit
volunteers and to raise funds for hospital projects and equipment.

The Howard County Hospital Auxiliary was formed in 1974. Officers elected in
November were: President — Tek Carwell, Vice-Presidents — Helen Nierling and Ilona Koster,
Treasurer — Margaret Atzen and Secretary — Darlene Shaw. Board members were: Mildred
Riehle and Connie Reinhart. Committee chairpersons were: Publicity — Connie Miller and
Connie Reinhart, Projects — Marie McAllister and Mildred Riehle and Membership — Darleen
Lewis and Peg Rouchka. In 1974 the membership dues were $2.00 per year and there were 105

members.

SERVICES

Tek Carwell organized the Pink Ladies who served as helpers to the patients and staff.
Under the leadership of Pat Ferrie, in 1985, a Tele-Concern service was developed. The service
checked on the welfare of elderly people living alone. The Tele-Concern service has been
discontinued. The Pink Ladies guide visitors and assist out-patients to their appointments and
returning to their cars. They also help with the recovering cataract surgery patients. In the
remodeled hospital facility, Pink Ladies and volunteer men also serve as Greeters and Escorts.
The Escort service was organized in 1993. Martin Boeke and Jerald Lybbert had previously
scheduled the volunteer men. Carol Foley schedules both the women and men volunteers. Also
volunteers manage the merchandise purchases and sales at the Gift Gallery.

A group of auxiliary members interested in art and crafts met every month from 1980 —
2011. They made placemats and seasonal decorations for patient’s food trays. Some items made
were for sale at the gift shop. Mary Ann Billmyer was the leader of this group for many years.

PROJECTS

The auxiliary established an annual scholarship program in 1982. The first scholarships
were awarded in 1984 for $100. One to three scholarships have been awarded each year. The
scholarships are awarded to high school graduates and non-traditional students who plan to enter
the medical field. Recipients of the non-traditional scholarship, chosen by the auxiliary, are
generally older students attending college to make a career change, to improve their skills or to
return to employment. The high school graduate who receives the scholarship from the auxiliary
is selected by the Dollars for Scholars program of the Howard — Winneshiek School district. The
auxiliary also gives financial support to the lowa Hospital Education and Research Foundation.
A CD investment of $2000 in 1992 and Auxiliary Coffees have helped finance the scholarships.
In 2014 high school graduate Sabrina Schmitt and non-traditional student Amy Millage each
received $750. Pat Ferrie is the chairperson of the scholarship program.



Other educational projects included a coloring book for children Hospital visits for
Children, a Baby Book and Baby Friendly Packets for new mothers and babies. Carol Burnikel
has encouraged the book program for many years. Training was also provided for junior
volunteers and at the present time for the pink ladies and escorts.

Poster contests for young students were held during National Hospital Week in May. A
two dimensional art contest, that included Elementary and High School students and adults, was
sponsored by the auxiliary during the years 2010 — 2013. The entries were judged and the
selected choices were placed on display at the hospital for a year. The artist received a fee for
loaning it to the hospital. The art project was put on hold due to the remodeling work in
progress.
For many years the auxiliary had a Lovelight Star project to give individuals and families
an opportunity to remember loved ones who had passed away. The program began in 1991 and
continued until 2013.

Through the years the auxiliary has been present at many community affairs. Included
are booths at the WaTanYe Craft Show, the Howard County Fair, floats at the Holiday Parade,
soup luncheons and RAGBRAI to name a few. Volunteers have assisted with the Bloodmobile
since 1975 when it makes its regular appointments at Cresco. They have also helped with
Cholesterol screenings. Many baby caps and stockings were knitted or crocheted by members.
The ladies also do sewing and make quilts whenever such skills are needed.

FUNDRAISERS

Many fundraisers have been held in the past years. Included are card parties, a fashion
show, bowling nights, bake sales, Tupperware parties, bazaars, coffees, an auxiliary cookbook
printed in 1993 and Taste of Home calendars and cookbooks. More recently funds are raised by
an annual Omelet Breakfast, a bakeless bake sale, a Golf Tournament, jewelry and book sales, a
Quilt Auction and a Cookie and Candy sale. The two newest fundraisers are a tailgate event
featuring the lowa Hawks and Iowa Cyclones and a “gently” used purse sale. These were first
tried in 2012 and proved successful. Both were suggested by Becky Creger.

The oldest fundraiser is the Quilt Auction. It was an idea of Irene Erickson. The first
quilt auction was held in 1977 in connection with the community Ag — Fest. Six quilts sold for a
total of $520. The quilt auction is held at the present time with the Norman Borlaug Harvest
Fest. In 2013, $25,455 was raised and 79 items were sold. In 2014 over $28,000 was raised and
107 items were sold. In 2014, Regional Health Services of Howard County Hospital Auxiliary
was selected as a finalist by the American Hospital Association for volunteer excellence in
fundraising through the annual quilt auction. The Omelet Breakfast was introduced in1987. The
first Golf Tournament was held in 1992 and the first Cookie and Candy Sale was held in 1994,
These have been very popular in the community. Throughout the years, the funds raised have
been used wisely by the hospital administration to purchase equipment to enhance the care given
to the patients. The auxiliary donated $10,200 in 1990 to the Hospital Helipad and gave $50,000
to the building fund during the years 1992 — 1996. The pledge made by the auxiliary to the
current building program is $75,000.

A gift shop is once again located at the hospital. The original shop had closed in 2003.
The new shop opened June 18, 2014. Jan Havlik suggested the name Gift Gallery.
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NOW AND THE FUTURE

In 1999, the 25" anniversary of the auxiliary, membership was 436 with 212 active
members and escorts. Current membership is 210 and the dues are $5 a year for members. The
2014 officers are: President — Ellen Murphy, Secretary — Marlene Michel and Treasurer — Becky
Creger. Past presidents Carol Foley and Carol Burnikel are on the board. News Clips, the
monthly newsletter is prepared by Kathy Schmitt whose first issue was printed March 2014 after
Jerald Lybbert retired. (The name of the newsletter was suggested by Doris Hubka.) Wilma
Mohs is membership chairperson and Janice Dybevik keeps a record of each member’s volunteer
hours. Elaine Lybbert maintains a scrapbook of auxiliary events. Robin Schluter is the
hospital’s CEO and Connie Kuennen serves as liaison officer.

The auxiliary has its regular monthly meeting on the first Thursday of the month at 1:30
PM in the Laura Rose Lobby. The meeting includes the Auxiliary Prayer, a business meeting, a
news update that concerns the auxiliary members given by the hospital administrator or liaison
and a program. The meeting closes with a countdown of members and refreshments are served.
In 2011, Wilma Mohs was voted “Volunteer of the Year” by the auxiliary and Margaret Burkett
was chosen “Volunteer of the Year” in 2013. Three members received a “Shining Star” award
given by the Jowa Hospital Association for their volunteer work: Evelyn Morgan (2010), Jerald
Lybbert (2012) and Vivian Shields (2014). They were chosen by the auxiliary members.

Many memorials have been given to the auxiliary to aid in their goals. The memorials
have no administrative fee. All the monies go to auxiliary sponsored projects. The auxiliary is a
non-profit organization.

The auxiliary looks forward to serving the people of our community who are using or
will use the hospital’s health services now and in the future. Plans are being made for 2015
including a gift to the first baby born at Regional Health Services. Mercedes Baethke has
already embroidered quilt blocks for a gift baby blanket.

With everyone working together we can continue the good work, service and goals
begun in November 1974.

AUXILIARY PRAYER

Almighty God and heavenly father of mankind, bless we pray thee, our endeavors in this
hospital in which we strive to bring comfort and hope to all who are in distress of mind or body.
Guide us so that we may use the privilege given us to help the aged, the ill and the very young
with generosity, with discretion and with gentleness. Give us the strength to labor diligently, the
courage to think and to speak with clarity and conviction, but without prejudice or pride. Grant
us, we beseech thee, both wisdom and humility in directing our united efforts to do for others as
Thou would have us do. Amen

Sources:

The History of Howard County, lowa 1989 pages 14 — 15 by Carolyn Morrison
Times Plain Dealer November 3, 1999 section B page 1 by Gwen Kirchhof
Newsletters - Monthly Auxilian and News Clips
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